ia ee i 


THE TOC H MAGAZINE 


Ke 


FEBRUARY 2002 


Bringing people together 7 


NEW CHALLENGES IN CHESHIRE 


rom April 2001 Jenny Banks has 

been National Families under 

Pressure Development Officer. 
She describes some of the exciting new 
work in Cheshire. 


The Cheshire Families under Pressure 
schemes are thriving. In Halton we 
unfortunately lost the venue for the 
‘Community Cafe’ (featured in past Point 
3s) but those who know the 
‘constitution’ of the Halton community 
will know nothing stops them that easily! 
With support from Jo Eaton, and long 
term volunteer Norma Buckley, they 
have turned things round. They currently 
await confirmation of a £45,000 SRB 
(Single Regeneration Budget) bid, and 
have just purchased a bungalow to be 
developed into a ‘community house’. 

Jo is now National Friendship Circle 
Development Officer, and this project will 
develop the new themes within Jo's 
programme. Many of the participants in 
Halton have received support and 
motivation from Toc H whilst enduring 
isolation, loneliness and mental health 
problems, and a need has been identified 
in the community. 


There have been changes too at 
Winsford. In April Chris Duncan was 
appointed as the new Development 
Officer and Cath Helsby as Admin. 
worker (who has been a real asset). In 
March we negotiated a further 3 years 
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an ADHD weekend 


funding for the Cheshire Scheme, from 
Social Services. However, the new 
agreement requires specific areas of 
work. These are ADHD (Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder - which can 
include associated disorders such as 
Aspergers Syndrome), young people 
leaving care, and assisting the 
community to access services. Aspects 
of the new work are well under way, 
and Chris has already completed a 
successful ‘pilot’ activity scheme for 
young people with ADHD. We have a 
leading role in providing services for 
young people with ADHD and associated 
disorders in Cheshire. These disorders 
can affect behaviour and the ability to 
cope, which can have a profound affect 
on the family. We are researching 
providing vitally required after-school 
clubs and summer schemes too. 


Toc H 


Toc H is committed to building a fairer 
society by working with communities to 
promote friendship and service, confront 
prejudice and practise reconciliation. 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
works to break down barners between people 
by challenging their prejudices about others and 
the divisions which exist in society. Its work is 
based on Christian principles, and people of all 
faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 


The Winsford Scheme led to The Vale 
Royal Branch; indeed Karen Baker, a 
member, is now also an active central 
councillor. The Branch have been 
awarded £2,020 from the Community 
Champions Fund. This will fund their 
annual project to the Toc H Rhy! Centre. 
There is a thriving ‘barge committee’ 
supporting the canal projects that take 
place in the summer, some of whom 
have acquired barge driving licences. 
They have an adventurous project 
planned this summer to mix barges 
and camping at Adlington Camp. 


March sees the first FUP Conference. This 
will bring together staff and participants 
to share ideas and good practice. Potential 
funders, and interested organisations will 
be invited to celebrate the FUP concept 
and what we have already achieved in 
Cheshire and East London. Participants 
will leam about new schemes and 
enhancements to existing schemes. It 

is hoped that as new schemes develop, 
this conference will bring together a wide 
variety of people each year. 


(Details on the back page ‘Noticeboard’ - Ed) 


Whatever develops in the near future 
each scheme will bring something new. 
No two communities are the same. Each 
scheme will be an ambassador for Toc H 
in its community. These are indeed 
exciting times. 


Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 
tackling social problems, such as loneliness 
and deprivation, through an approach which j 
emphasıses self-help, and encourages people 
to accept responsibility for themselves and 
their local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are the 
inspiration for its members. 
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These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are set | 
out on page 2. 


Toc H Is a registered charity No 211042. 


THE 2002 


VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME 


nce again Toc H is offering a 
O- and exciting programme 

of short tem events. Among 
the 50+ events open to volunteers 
there are some old and some new. 
Old favourites include the canal-boat 
projects in Hampshire and Cheshire 
and conservation projects in 
Lincolnshire and Derbyshire. There are 
children’s holidays and playschemes 
in North Wales and Yorkshire, carers 
holidays and numerous trips to 
Poperinge. The Poperinge events 
include the 2002 Youth Camp. There 
are numerous working weekends at 
Toc H Centres. 


Some of the new projects focus on 
building bridges with the Moslem 
community. There is an Inter-faith 
weekend in Poperinge in May. There 
are two discussion weekends in 
Colsterdale; the first, in May, for 


women only and a second, in ae, 
when participants will be looking 2 
the Bible, the Koran and other 
religious texts. 


Other new ventures are a camping 
week at Rickmansworth ‘Hargisha 
style’ - the first three days with a 
group of Somalis, and the second 
period with a group of Bangladeshis. 
A week at Poachers Den in Spalding, 
brings together people with learning 
difficulties to enjoy a variety of 
activities with other volunteers. 
Another group of volunteers will be 
going Bird watching in The Wash. 


Overall, the programme (available from 
Central Services) has slightly more 
events than in 2001. And whether you 
are happiest working with a pick-axe 
or with people or looking for pelicans, 
there is something here for YOU. 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 


1. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 
2. Service - "To Bulld Bravely’ - 
to give personal service. 
3. Fairmindedness - ‘To Think Fairly’ - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one’s 
own convictions. 

. The Kingdom of God - 'To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practise 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. 


Point 3 Is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Fairmindedness’. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 
Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mail: info@toch.org.uk 

Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 
Next copy deadline: 15th March 2002. 


A full copy of the current editorial policy 
Is available on request from the Editor. 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or of Toc H. 
While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 
The Editors reserve the right to cut 
or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 
Printed on chlorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


CONGRATULATIONS to two members 
who were awarded the MBE in the 
Queen's New Year Honours. 


Dennis Corner, of Porlock, for 
services to local history in Somerset 


and 


Colin Butler, of Buckingham Branch, 
who founded and runs the voluntary 
organisation GENESTA which has for 
many years taken W.W.1 veterans 
on free trips to the Somme each 
November. On Colin's last trip there 
was a veteran aged 107! 


Welcome to our 
New Members 


Margaret McBain - Sheaf Branch 

Clive Pett - Cosby Branch 

Rachel Chinn - Plympton Branch 
Ethel Carman, Florence Hanshaw, 
Jose Melihulsh-Jones, Connie Oliever - 
Elmstead Market Branch 

Barry Tinker, Grace Santhosan - 
S.E.Region 


Guest Members 


Harry Sinclair, lvy Wicks - S.E.Region 
Rache! Bavin - Mid-E. Region 


Youth Member 


David Evans - Mid-E.Region 
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ACTIO: 


« Do you fanc, 
difference? 


* Would you like to do an event y 
doesn't swallow up the whole a 


f 
weekend? the 


* Want an excuse to spend some tim 
in London? e 
well, we have the ideal event for you 
We are planning six one-day events in 
the East End of London, entertaining A 
group of kids. The programme is 2 
variety of workshops, trips out, fun, 
games and adventure for a mixed agen 
group of kids who want to have fun. 


ARE YOU UP FOR IT? 
The 2002 dates are all Saturdays: 


April 6th - Kite building and flying in 
local park 


11th May — Jewellery Making and trip to 
Cinema 


8th June - Trip to Southend and tea 
with local Toc H 


6th July - Trip to Southend and tea with 
local Toc H 


14th September and 12th October - to 
be arranged 


For details contact : 


Sally Simms Tele: 01933 384583 
Mobile: 0771 924 9643 


Email: sally.simms@tesco.net 


SoS TOS x £ L 
Children from the East London ‘Families 
under Pressure’ scheme enjoying an 
outing in Tunbridge Wells, as guests 
of High Brooms Branch. 


SMARTIES 


We congratulate Jean and Arthur 
Heffernan. At Central Council all 
present were presented with a tube 
of Smarties. They were invited to eat 
them and the fill them with 20p 


pieces for Toc H funds. This comes 
to £14. Jean and Arthur are the first 
to return theirs complete. We look 
forward to many more! 


——— 


THE 2002 TOC H POCKET BOOK 


The updated Toc H Pocket Book for 
2002 will be available, from Central 
Services, from 1st March. It contains 
essential information and addresses 
for members. It costs 50p per COPY: 
payable with your order. Cheques 
Payable to Toc H please. 
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.NGDOM OF RIGHT 


RELATIONSHIPS 


by Geoff Smith, Director 


By the time you read this issue of 
Point 3, | will be celebrating my 
second anniversary as Director of 
Toc H. Two years ago at a special 
meeting of Central Council held at 
Alison House | said that | considered 
it a privilege to have been given the 
responsibility of leading the 
movement into a new phase of its 
life. Despite all that has happened, 
indeed because of it, | still do. 


What is now becoming clearer as 
crucial decisions are made is what 


structure Toc H will have in the future. 


The key ingredients are already 
accepted in principle. A directly 
elected management committee; 
a two-tier structure; the existing 
regional structure left in place and 
some form of branch regulation. 
But beyond these details of how 
Tac H is to be governed lies a far 
more important question; what is 
the vocation of Toc H under Goad in 
the 21st century? 


THE CENTRAL TASK FOR Toc H 


Tubby Clayton referred to Toc H 
membership as the ‘ordination’ of 
lay people. In Toc H men and women 
were ‘ordained’ into a discipleship to 
build the kingdom on earth as it is in 
heaven. It is, | believe, this continuing 
practical application of the Lord's 
Prayer that remains the central task 
for Toc H in the 21st Century. 


Bishop David Sheppard called the 
Kingdom of God, ‘the Kingdom of right 
relationships’ and in seeking to build 
this kingdom of right relationships, 

Toc H will continue to practise its high 
calling of reconciliation. 


There are those who want to 
promote branches as the only 
genuine expression of Toc H in 
communities. They are wrong about 
this because branches have only ever 
represented one aspect of Toc H's 
work. They represent one method 
amongst many. In the future, | 
suspect, there will be fewer Toc H 
branches but those that exist will be 
larger and more active in promoting 
Toc H activity in their communities. 


What | want to encourage, as we 
seek to refound this wonderful 
movement whose future has been 
entrusted to us today, is a recognition 
that Toc H values are expressed 
equally through a variety of methods. 


AT THE HEART OF Toc H 


There is a good deal of loose talk in 
Toc H about recalling the movement 
to its core or basic values. | welcome 
the principle but if we are to do this 
let us also recognise that at the heart 
of Toc H is a belief in the capacity 

of ordinary people to achieve 
extraordinary things. 


Over the years this has been done in 
a variety of ways. 


Historically Toc H has been a catalyst 
for change. If things are to happen 

in communities it usually needs a 
catalyst or change agent. A Toc H 
branch could be such a catalyst. 

But so could a long term volunteer, 

a community house or a member 

of staff. 


It is equally true that Toc H projects 
have been benchmarks of good 
practice. We still need benchmark 


projects. Once the need for change 
has been recognised and the 
catalyst is at work, activity will be 
generated. This activity will take a 
variety of forms; one such form 
might be a project. Toc H projects 
should always seek to benchmark 
good practice at all levels, reflecting 
a commitment to diversity and 
equality of opportunity. 


THE NEED FOR PARTNERSHIP 


The voluntary or third sector is a 
crowded market place with a 
number of first ranking voluntary 
organisations, some of which 
received their initial impetus from 
Toc H, working in partnership with 
Government to provide services 
across a broad range of sacial needs. 


Toc H is relatively small in human 
and financial resources and its 
strategy, rather than competing 
unsuccessfully to be a service 
provider, must be to work in 
partnership with communities to 
provide solutions; empowering and 
enabling those with whom it works 
to gain a hold on the forces which 
shape their lives, encouraging them 
to rediscover themselves as citizens 
and helping them to make 
community with their neighbours. 


In achieving patterns of reconciliation 
at neighbourhood level, through 
work with families, by building 
friendships, developing projects and 
in the work of Talbot Centres, Toc H 
will continue to build on its core 
values and fulfil the vision of its 
founder, building the kingdom of 
right relationships. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO 


KHASDOBIR 


RAISED 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 


or several years the ‘Toc H 

Friends of Khasdobir’ have 

been contributing £24,000 a 
year to the Khasdobir Youth Action 
Group, the Toc H-backed project in 
Bangladesh; but inflation remains 
high there and the demands are 
never-ending. The project has only 
survived over the past couple of 
years because the exchange rate has 
been heavily in their favour. The time 
has now come when we must 
increase our contribution if the 
present level of work is to be 
maintained. As from last June we 
have agreed to send £28,000 a year. 
We are confident that our supporters 
will ensure that we have the funds to 
meet this commitment. 


An adult reading and writing class run by 
the project on a tea estate. 


(Photo: Andrew David) 


It is extraordinary how much can be done with so little. Some 600 


children are prepared for entry to primary school in the Schools under the 
Sky; schoo! fees and exam fees are paid for 150 high school students; an 


out-of-school coaching class is run for 100 high school students; 30 
women at a time are trained in sewing on a six month course; six young 
people are learning computer skills: and five field workers visit homes to 


teach about family planning and health education. All this for our £28,000 


a year. And, in this desperately poor country, there are always people 
coming to the office seeking money to buy medicine, lest they have to 
choose between the medicine they need and their food for the day. Or 
seeking a small hand-out of rice because they and their families have 


literally nothing at all to eat. While the educational work is the core of the 
project, these desperate pleas for help can't be ignored. It's quite literally 


a matter of life or death. 


While Toc H Friends of Khasdobir remains very much part of Toc H, we 


have now adopted a somewhat more formal constitution. We are run bya 


Management Committee, which is elected annually at our Annual General 
Meeting. This year's AGM will be at Burleigh College, Loughborough. on 
Saturday July 6" and all our contributors are welcome to attend and vote 
(details from the address below). Meanwhile, Kathleen Jackson, who 
chairs the Management Committee, will be in Bangladesh this month and 
will be spending two weeks at the project. We believe it is essential that 
we arrange formal visits on a regular basis to keep us in touch with the 
way it's developing, to offer support and to monitor progress. 


Any cheques should be made payable to ‘Toc H Friends of Khasdobir' and 


sent to: 


Ken Prideaux-Brune, 13 Hollybush Lane, Amersham, Bucks. HP6 6EB. 
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A NEW WHE: CHAIR CAR 


Toc H at Bewdley have bought a new 
‘Chairman’ wheelchair car for People wre 
have to travel in their wheelchairs, With 
funds from supporting Trusts, it is now 
available for families, friends or carers he 
drive, and can take one passenger in Š 
wheelchair and three others. It can be 
used for single trips, whole days or even 
holidays. A nominal charge covers 
servicing and insurance, and drivers pay 
their own fuel costs. 


The car, a Renault Kangoo converted by 

Gowrings Mobility, gives easy access and 
safe travel for wheelchair passengers, It 

allows them the freedom to travel where 
they wish. 


This is a new development of the existing 
‘Thumb a Lift’ scheme, which Wyre 
Forest Branch have run for many years. 
lts service - for people who have no 
access to public transport - is available 
throughout North West Worcestershire. 


The Bishop of Worcester visited the office 
in Bewdley in early January to bless the 
car and send it out on its mission. 


CHRISTMAS TAPES FOR 
THE BLIND 


Alongside much corporate work in 
branches, many members take on 
personal ‘jobs' for others. One of the 
most enterprising and enduring is that 
done by Sidney Cox, of Highbridge in 
Somerset. Every years for the last 15 
years he has created and circulated 
Christmas tapes for the Blind. At 
Christmas last year some 1,227 people 
received them and he is working hard 
to reach his next target of 2000. 


Sidney applied last August for the next 
edition to be a project for a Millennium 
Award. This was finally approved by the 
Millennium Commission in November. 
There were some conditions, all of 
which Sidney applauds. He has to find a 
mentor to give him training in 
Presentation and Script-writing, and 
also has to include recycling issues in 
the three hour entertainment. 


In 2000 four associations for the blind 
received them for the first time; 
Somerset, West Sussex, East Sussex 
and Kent. In 2001 five further 
associations received them; Hampshire. 
Reading, Gwent, Oxfordshire and the 
Isle of Wight. 


| 
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== antral Council in November 
confirmed the appointment of 
four Honorary Chaplains. These 
were John Weir, to be leader of the 
National Chaplaincy Team, Colin Elliott, 
David Coleman, and Jonathan Adams. 
Colin and David are already well known 
in their areas, but less well known are 
John and Jonathan. We felt members 
would appreciate a little background 
on them. 


John Weir first met Toc H in Wantage, 
and launched a ‘Mobile Action’ group 
at King Alfred's School in 1963. He did 
various projects in the '60s, and visited 
Dor Knap. Then, when his family 
moved to Singapore, he organised 
summer projects out there for a couple 
of years, working at a Buddhist temple 
which houses the elderly. 


From school he went to live at 42 
Trinity Square when Peter East was 
Warden. He became a regular server at 
All Hallows, trained by Neville Minas, 


AN 


Lea Valley Branch entertained families 
from the East London ‘Families under 
Pressure’ project to a day out at the 
Paradise Park Zoo. Our picture seems 
to show Maggie Gittleson (who runs 
the project) on the right trying to 
assert herself! 


Looe Branch held a ‘Get to know you’ 
tea in September. It was advertised as 
‘tea and singalong’ and was open from 
10-0 a.m. to 4-30 p.m. The Branch 
chose a wartime theme and The Looe 
Entertainers, a local group who are 
friends of Toc H, led popular songs from 
both wars. The visitors joined in, 
invoking happy memories and a few 
tears. The hall was decorated with 
wartime memorabilia, some loaned by 
the Guildhall Museum. ‘Passers by 
hummed the tunes which resounded 
from the Hall’ says Barbara Birchwood- 
Harper, ‘What better way to remind our 
community, some of whom have 
enjoyed Toc H hospitality in and after 
the War, that Toc H is alive and well and 
working for them’ 


During Toc H week Swindon District ran 
another Blood Donor Recruitment Day 
at the West Swindon Centre and 
recruited 57 new donors. They also ran 
one of the ‘Celebrating Volunteering’ 
tea parties that had been suggested as 


BRIEF © if 


W CHAPLAINS 


and as he puts it ‘came under the 
spell of Tubby' who encouraged his 
vocation. He also received moral 
support from the then National 
Chaplain Bob Knight, and financial 
support as a Toc H ordinand. After 
some time at Prideaux House he was 
ordained in 1973 and served curacies 
at Welwyn Garden City and Watford. 
He then had a spell in Northern Ireland, 
in the days of the Peace Movement, 
and that was where he met his wife 
Hannele. After a spell in Norway as 
Chaplain to the English speaking 
community, he returned to the living of 
St Peter's in Bethnal Green where he 
has been ever since. After illness a 
few years ago John Burgess and 
Gualter de Mello suggested he go ta 
Talbot House to recuperate and ever 
since that visit he has become 
increasingly involved. 


Jonathan Adams is also an Anglican 
priest, who works at present for 
CWACNEE, a regional community 


BRIEF 


training charity in the North 
of England. 


He writes ‘More than twenty years ago, A 
working amidst poverty in Sunderland, | 
learnt to value deeply the link between, 
on the one hand, vision and motivation 
and, on the other hand, effective action 
and the empowering of others. In my 
intervening years as an assistant priest, 
ecumenical social responsibility officer, 
local ministry development officer and 
parish priest, | have tried to shift the 
emphasis of my work from information 
to motivation, from obligation to 
personal enthusiasm, and from directive 
leadership to servant leadership. | have 
explored a number of blind alleys and 
have found some approaches that 
sometimes work’. 


Jonathan has trained to teach in 
school, and has also developed an 
interest in adult education. He is new 
to Toc H but says he is ‘inspired by the 
quest for practical approaches to 
building better communities’. 


> IN BRIEF 


a core activity for Toc H week. This 
brought together 17 members and 
friends and was a happy occasion. 


Broughton Astley Branch, (Leicester) 
held their annual Children’s Carol and 
Gift Service in the parish church in 
December. Again, the event was a sell- 
out with standing room only. 210 gift 
parcels were donated by those attending 
and prior to Christmas these were 
distributed to elderly people in nursing 
homes and hospitals. The Service is now 
one of the most popular events in the 
Church calendar in the area. 


The Mayor and Mayoress of Cheshunt 
visited the Jimmy Savile Danceathon in 
Cuffley in June, and finished up serving 


“a 
At Paradise Park Zoo 


~~ 


food to the guests. Over 70 guests 
with special needs enjoyed the event, 
which was run by a team of volunteers 
including four junior members and two 
guest members. 


The Mayor and Mayoress of Cheshunt 
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MY FAVOURITE 
= PRAYER 


The Rev. Colin Elliott writes:- 


friend of mine told me recently 
/ that her young grandchild 

loves elderly people. She 
rushes to open doors for them or to 
pick up anything they drop. We know 
that quite often there does seem to 
be this special bond between young 
and old, which suggests that the so 
called ‘generation gap’ is not always 
as great as we sometimes imagine, 
particularly when we worry about 
recruiting new members. 


l like this prayer, which is found in the 
1971 Toc H book ‘Yours is the glory' 
and used sometimes in Rededication 
Services (author apparently 
unknown), which tries to address the 
‘generation’ issue:- 


‘Oh God who hast granted to youth 
to see visions and to age to dream 
dreams, help both young and old to 
understand each other. May the 
young be courteous to the aged, 
neither resenting the lessons of 
experience nor the restraint of 
discipline. May those who are older 
look with sympathy at new ideas, and 
inspire the young with love that 
encourages, and not with fear that 
represses; so that all may work 
together for Your Kingdom, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord’. 


pp mwi 


pi S 


last summer, at Hutton le Hole, the group 
visited Whitby - and enjoyed the pier. 
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TOC H AT THE CEN‘ 


PH 


Once again Toc H was represented in the Remembrance Day pa: ede. Wyn Holmes 


sent us these impressions. 


On November 11t a contingent of Toc H members, including Rita, Doreen and 
myself from Elmstead Market Branch, were honoured to be in the London 
Remembrance Parade. It was a great honour and experience. 


As we arrived at Horse Guards parade we were welcomed just as if we were 
old friends; the comradeship was wonderful. Thousand of people were there, 
young and old, showing their respect to those who had died and suffered in 
many different awful wars. During the two minutes silence everyone stood 
quietly and reverently; the atmosphere was truly remarkable. 


Standing head and shoulders above us all stood Terry Waite. He came over to 
speak to us and shook our hands. | wondered what | would have done if | was 
ever in the position he was in as a hostage. We all felt very humble marching 


beside all those brave men and women. 


As we came up to the Cenotaph a smart, tall, Guardsman (he sounded like a 
Sergeant-Major) said ‘Listen to the music and smile’ and then shouted loudly 
‘left, nght, left, right’. We wondered if he was as friendly to his recruits! 


As we said our goodbyes we all felt we had made many new friends. And 
thanks to Ken Cockerton who looked after us all on the march. 


aS a ae 


TOC H BIRTHDAY SCHEME 


This is a brilliant idea in which you are 
remembered with a card on your birthday 
and asked to make a small donation (as 
you can afford) towards, at present, the 
upkeep and improvement of Alison 
House. This is a charity in its own right 
and many members have enjoyed the 
peaceful relaxation and camaraderie to be 
enjoyed when staying there. | can't 
remember when its activity was last 
reported in Point 3? 


There is a double benefit to the scheme, 
which could be more fully appreciated. 
With the closure of branches there are 


In August 
David Edwards Southern Region 
In October 
Beatrice Phillip 
Dora Hughes 
Adele Heafieid 


Spalding 
Newcastle, Staffs 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch 


In November 
Matthew MacNicol 
Alexander Whyte 
Hugh Jones 

Eileen Hobby 
Muriel Buttrey 


Wemyss Bay 
London District 
Rhyl 

Southern Region 
Newcastle, Staffs 


George Dixon Westwood, 
Peterborough 
Cambridge 


Mary Thurlow 


OBITUARIES 
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now not a few lone (and lonely?) members 
who might like in such a way to be kept in 
touch with our far-flung family. | have been 
wondering if, while properly safeguarding 
the interests of Alison House, of course, 
some thought and negotiation by the 
decision makers could lead to a wider 
sharing and a broader Toc H scheme? Is 
this an idea worth pursuing? 

Larry Holt-Kentwell. 

Oxford. 

(Editors Note: Though the proceeds from 
the Birthday Scheme have been used 
exclusively for Alison House in recent 
years, money has in the past gone to 
other specific pieces of Toc H work.) 


In December 
Maggie Hill 
John Peterson 
Mary Robinson 
Ronald Clarke 


Graeme, Derby 
Cheltenham 
Rhyl 

Mid-East Region 


In January 


George Smith Broughton Astley 


Margaret Lawrence Rushden 
Irene Holman Mid-East Region 
Arthur Burrett W. Mids and 


S. Wales Region 
Melton Mowbray 
Evening 


Yougash Patel 


The Rev Austen Williams, who died jn 
December aged 89, owed his call to the 
ordained ministry to the inspiration of 
‘Tubby’ Clayton and his experience of 
living in a Toc H Mark in London during 
the 1930s. He joined the staff of Toc H 
in 1940 and was almost immediately 
invited to join the small team sent out 
to Poperinge to run Talbot House as a 
centre for British and Allied soldiers, 
However, like everybody else, the team 
was surprised by the speed of the 
German advance and Austen spent the 
next 4'/: years as a prisoner of war. 

On returning to the UK he worked with 
Tubby Clayton at All Hallows until 1948. 
In 1956 he returned to London as vicar 
of St Martin-in-the-Fields where he was 
to remain until his retirement in 1984, 

It was there, through his preaching and 
broadcasting and through his work with 
homeless people, that he became 
nationally known. However, he never lost 
touch with Toc H. He worked with Alec 
Churcher to establish the PM Boys‘ Club 
for young men working in the catering 
trade. The Club met initially in the Crypt 
at St Martin-in-the-Fields before securing 
its own premises in Victoria. He was for 
many years a Trustee of the Toc H and 
All Hallows Trust, which offers grants to 
people who, like Austen himself, have 
come to train for ordination through the 
influence of Toc H. And in 1973 he was 
invited to preach at the memorial service 
for Tubby Clayton at St Paul's Cathedral. 
We mourn the death of a very 
remarkable priest. KP-B 


Fred Lewis, who died in September, was 
a pivotal and loyal member of Gillingham 
(Kent) Men's Branch before it closed. He 
was always ready to help, whatever the 
need. Well known throughout the 
S.E.Region, Fred was instrumental in 
forming the local MacMillan Cancer Relief 
unit to which he dedicated many years 
of effort. PEF 


Maggie Hull, of Graeme Branch, died in 
December at the grand old age of 105. 
She was undoubtedly the oldest member 
of Toc H at her death. Point 3 in October 
2000 recounted a visit to her - in her 
nursing home at Sutton-on-Sea - by the 
other branch members, on her 104” 
birthday. 


George Edgar Shone, who died in July at 
92, joined Buckley Branch in 1949 and, 
as befitted a lay-reader, was soon 
appointed Pilot - a post he held with 
enthusiasm for many, many years. One 


TRIBUTES 


of his duties was to lead devotions when 
the branch made its monthly visit to the 
local hospital for the aged for a chat, to 
sing favourite hymns and to saya ; 
prayer. Due to age and declining health 
Edgar was unable to participate in 
Branch activities during the last few 
years, but nevertheless retained an 
active interest in both the Branch and 
Toc H generally. On our visit to the 
hospital in June he was an in-patient 
and, at the request of our present pilot, 
took homegoing prayers with conviction 
and fervour. Little did we know that a 
month later members would be at his 
funeral and would form a guard of 
honour as the cortege left the church he 
had served all his life. GE 


Harry Holt, a kind and gentle man, died 
in November aged 90. He attended 
meetings of tne Hazel Grove Branch 
almost to the end. Very much a ‘Toc H' 
man for over forty years, he was quietly 
supportive of all branch life. The 
experience gained from his long 
associations was always there to be 
drawn upon, but sadly no more. EP 


George Edwin Dixon, who died in 
November at 84, had been an active 
member of Peterborough Westwood 
Branch since the end of the second 
World War, and was for many years 
Branch pilot. On a number of occasions 
he travelled to London ta have dinner 
with Tubby Clayton. His hobbies were 
many and varied. He was a keen 
philatelist with an extensive collection. 
He was well known in Peterborough as a 
local historian and Cathedral ‘guide’. The 
extent of his interests was reflected in 
the large congregation present at a 
Service of Thanksgiving for his life. RHW 


With the deaths in June of Stanley Hobby 
and in November of Eileen Hobby Toc H 
lost two faithful servants who between 
them gave over 130 years of service. 
With their deaths there is lost one of the 
few remaining links to our founder's 
family, for at 14 Eileen commenced 
domestic service for Tubby's sister and 
her husband at Milford-on-Sea. Eileen was 
greatly influenced by Tubby during his 
frequent visits to the house. She joined 
the League of Women Helpers Milford 
group, initially set up to support the 
newly formed Talbot House Young 
Seafarers Hostel in Southampton, and 
she soon found herself involved in many 
other Toc H activities. At the local Tennis 
and Badminton Club she met Stanley, her 


yy 
husband-to-be, who also helped to run 
the annual Boys Camp at Hurst Castle in — v 
the inter-war period, and their marriage 
lasted over 60 happy years. In 1968 
Eileen was one of the original team which 
launched the village Toc H Cheese 
Lunches, providing practical Christian 
service to the elderly, widowed, lonely 
and bereaved, where new friendships 
could be found. This was to become a 
village institution for 29 years until the 
age of the helpers made them call it a 
day. Large numbers of people came 
together to give thanks for their lives, and 
it was appropriate that Light was taken 
at the services by their son, Chris. CH 


Edith (Mary) Evans who died in 
September, was a member of Lowestoft 
Branch for over 60 years. She was 
always ready to be involved in any 
aspect of Toc H work and also in the local 
community. Although living in residential 
care for the last 5 years of her life she 
maintained a keen interest in Toc H. We 
thank God for her time with us. BB 


Sylvia Clark, who died in November, was 
a founder member of Carisbrooke 
Women's Branch in 1946 and which 
closed in 1981 due to dwindling 
numbers. 51 years ago she also helped 
us set up our own Parkhurst Women's 
Branch which is still very alive with 27 
members. Sylvia was a dedicated 
member, and celebrated her 50 years in 
Toc H in our Branch room surrounded by 
many friends, and the press. She always 
supported our Branch whatever event 
was taking place. We have indeed lost a 
very dear, true friend. JR 


Mary Bruce Thurlow, who died in 
November, had been a member since 
1936. Most of that time she was in the 
then Woodford Branch, but she was also 
active in West Essex District. She was 
greatly loved by all members who knew 
her. She lived her strong Christian faith 
and always had a merry twinkle in her 
eye. EW 


George (Ceebert) Smith, who died 

in January, was a long-standing member 
of Broughton Astley Branch, in 
Leicestershire. He took part in all 
Branch activities including a spell as 
Vice-Chairman. He was well liked and 
respected by ail. A keen sportsman 
when younger, he was severely 
restricted during his last years. He will 
be sadly missed by his family and many 
friends in the Branch. NH 


NOT 


The 4th Toc H 


London Walk 


HORRORS, HOLIES & HAWKUBITES 


Sat 7" Sept 2002 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Visit 20 sites, each linked to an 
interesting or odd event/person from 
London's rich history 


Explore: Where rebels were slain, cats sacrificed, 


the GIANT PIE stolen, and much more 


Choices: Entrance: 


« WALK the course for 
FUN 


FEE = £5 


Those sponsored in aid 
of TOC H and Under 
16's can ENTER FREE 


Be SPONSORED for a 
charity of your choice 


RACE (teams of 3 or 
4) for PRIZES 
including 4 tickets to 
The Royal Albert Hall 
and others 


For DETAILS and ENTRY 
FORMS contact: 


John Mitchell, 

94 Burcott Lane, 
Bierton, Aylesbury 
HP22 SAS 


Tel: (01296) 435929 


Email: 
johnemitchell@talk21.com 


FAMILIES UNDER PRESSURE CONFERENCE: 
Wednesday 27“ March, Alison House, Derbyshire 10am - 3pm 


Aims of the conference: To celebrate tne ‘Families under 
Pressure’ model and share experiences between schemes. We 
will have guest speakers on elements of the work in East 
London and Cheshire. Presentations will be given from current 
participants and staff. 


Ideally we would like to attract prospective funders, interested 
parties, and participants of current schemes. 


Accommodation available at Alison House the night before if 
required. 


Deadline for bookings : Monday 4" March. Bookings via FUP 
Office Winsford Tel; 01606 590296 


There is na cost to attend the day conference and lunch will 
be provided 


Accommodation and travel costs must be met by participants 
if required. 


THE 2002 VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME 


The 2002 programme is now out and copies are available from 
Central Services. Do help us to get this into the hands of 
people who might wish to volunteer. The full programme can 
also be seen on the Toc H website: 
www.toch.org.uk/toc_h_programme.htm 


ICE BOARD 


Visit Poperinge This Year 


For those who have not been to Poperinge for many years, 
or perhaps never, make 2002 the year you do! There are a 
number of tnps planned, as follows: 


Tslvot House, 


mine tegun 4 ~ 8" July. Explore the Roots (mainly 


aimed at first timers). Details are in 
the newly published Volunteer 
programme, but please note the dates 
are 4! - 8" July and not as in the 
Programme. 
= 25% - 29” July. Youth Camp 2002 
=—--——" Volunteers aged 18 or more needed. 
‘ogramme 
19” - 23" September. Poperinge Hop Fest. Details in the 
Volunteer programme. 
21% - 25" October. Visiting Flanders. Details from Sally 
Courtney at Central Services 
9" - 12” November. Remembrance. Details in the Volunteer 
Programme. 
9" - 13" December. World Chain of Light. Details in the 
Volunteer programme. 


POINT 3 DISTRIBUTION 


In an effort to rationalise the mailing of Point 3 (and in response 
to a number of requests), we will - from April 2002 - only be 
sending one copy to a household with more than one member 
UNLESS you teil us otherwise. Cal! Angela Gregory on 01296 - 
623911, Fax 01296 - 696137 or Email angela@toch.arg.uk if 
you DO want to continue to receive more than one copy. 


POINT 3 INDEXING 


We are seeking a volunteer with relevant experience to take on 
the task of indexing back numbers of The Toc H Journal, The 
Log and Point 3. Anyone with experience of librarianship would 
be ideal. Any offers, or suggested names of people we might 


ask, to Angela Gregory at Central Services please - contact 
details above. 


Toc H S.E.Region invite you to 
‘A WEEKEND BREAK in NORFOLK’ 
31“ May to 3“ June 2002 
at Seacroft Holiday Village, Hemsby. 
Close to the sea, outdoor swimming pool, bowling green, 


dancing, table tennis, skittles, petanque and many more 
activities - or just lie in a deckchair! 


The Norfolk Broads close by - or you can visit Norwich, Caister 
Castle and Motor Museum, Great Yarmouth, Sandringham. 


Accommodation in chalets - mainly 1 double or 2 single beds, 
all en suite, but some other variations available. 


Disabled access throughout the site, but some accommodation 
unsuitable. 


Basic price: Economy £122 per person 
Standard £130 per person. 


For more details ring Evelyn Hunt 01727 860058 
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